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MY LORD, 


on, be by way ofa 


~ Minifter’s unwarrantable imprifoning, and barbarous treating 


of ater from a in 


Reckon my felf very much henoured by your hordthips 
Letter, defiring méto write you an Account of that hor- 
tible Murder eommitted in Pittenweem ; 1 doubt not, but by 


_ thistime, your Lordihip has feen the Gentleman s Letter to his 
Friend thereanent: I refer you to it, the Author thereof be- 
ing fo well inform’d, and fo ingenuous, that Pll affure you 


there is nothing init, but what is generally talk d, and belie- 

ved to be.@ue. 
~All I can contsibute te your Lordfhip’s further Informati- 
bricf Narrative of the Bailies and 


ofthe Poor Women. 


I need not write your Lordthip a Chaiaéter of Patrick Mor- 
ton, being now fulqciently 

Te wWasupén his allegnagfly the, Minifter anid Bail- 
lies imprifoned thefe poor Women, and fet a Guard of drunk- 
en Fellows about them; who by pinching and Pricking fome 
ofthem with Pinsand Elfions,-kept them from fleep for {e- 
veral Days and Nights together; the Marks whereof were 


Aeen ‘by everals a thereafter ; ; this cruel‘Ufage made 


“forme of them learnto be fo wife,as acknowledge every Queftion 
~¢hat was’ ask'd thern ; whereby ‘hey ‘found the Minifter‘and~ 
Baillies well pleas d,. and t better. treated6 

N othwithitanding of all this, fome of the more Foolifh, © 
_ continued, as the. Minifter faid, bardened. in the Devil’s Ser- 
Vice, fuch: as White, Fack, Wallace, Patrick, and others 
 Allwhich, fave the were ordered to The Stocks, 
lay for Weeks 
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this, while Petrick: melancholly Fancy- { to 
eee no haffher Term-) being too much encouraged by fe- 
‘verals, “and particularly by the Minifter’s reading to him the: 
Cate of Barrengarran’s Daughter,continued roving after a won- 
derful manner, accufing for his Tormenters, fome of the 


moft confiderable Mens Wives inthe Town, but fuch as: the. 
Miniiter.and Baillies. durft not venture to imprifon. By this . 


your Lordifhip may fee, it was only the weakeft.that went 
-- ‘My-Lord Rothes accompanied with feveral Gentlemen of. 
Senfe'and Reputation,came to Pittexweem, where finding 
thefe-poor Women’s Confeffions nowife fatistying, and Patrick. 
Morton a, Cheat, informed the Privy. Council thereof, who: 
fent an Order to fend Patrsckover to them. 
This Turn’being grven; and Patrick finding, that things 
were not likely to go fo favourably with him as he before 
fancied, began to draw to his Breeches; and4n.a fhort time. 
recovered his former Health, in which he ftill.continues: By 
‘this time the Baillies.began to be as earneft in emptying their. 
Prifons, as ever they were forward in filling them : So -after:a: 
long and ferious Deliberation, they fet them at Liberty : . But. 
that-their lait Step might be as illegal as their firft, obliged: 
each of them to pay the Town-Officer, the Sum of 8 /i. Scots :: 
To pay which, fome of them were forced to fell fome Linnen: 
they had referved for their Dead-Shirts-and W-ynding-Sheets.. 
J beg your Lordfhips further Patience a little to read thefe: 
- few following Obfervations. O4/. 1ft. The Baillies and Mini-- 


fter fent and brought feverals of thefe Women from Places: 


without their Juriidi€tion ; one from Azfruther, and another. 
from the Country at 6 Miles diftance. 

Ob/. 2d.. What Good could the Muinifter propofe to Patrick. 

Mortoun by reading to-him. the Book Intituled, - The Cafe of 

Barrangarran’s Daughters, 

Obferv..3d.. After fo much Unjuftice done thefe-poor Wo-- 

men,{the Baillies and obliged them to pay the 


= 
> 
re 
Md 


4 


7.4 
> 


+ Pounds is worthy-of your’ Lordfhips; arid 
reft of the Lards the.Privy Council’s Confiderations: 
:And it would-be the height of-Charity, to fallona method to 
-oblige the.Minifter and Baillies to refound.it feven-fold. 
Obf. 5th.. One Thomas Brown the only Man. accufed by Pa- 
«trickMortoun, and imptifon’d by the Minitter and Baillies, af- 
a-preat deal of hunger and hardfhip, died. in Prifon. So. 
.as this poor Womans Murther.was not the. firft, neither will 
, It be the laft, unlefs by fevere:Punifhments prevented. 
5th. The Bailliesima manner juftified thefe two Mur- 
; thers by their not allowing them Chriftian Burial, bne bur- 
-rying them likedogs, fcarce covered them from the ravens. _ 
| «Obf.6th. You may wonder why all along I fhould fay the 
‘Minifter and Baillies? The reafonis, becaufe during all this 
“Narrative he exercis’d more of the Civil Authority than any 
_ of the Baillies, and. fe. continues to do, as you may fee by this 
following latédnftance. 
The Baillies of Pettenweem being; conveen’d before the Lords 
-of Privy-Council on the 14th or 15th of February, I am in- 
.form’d, gave in to them a fubfcrived. Account of the Murther ; 
and to juitify themielves, affert.they had amprifon’d feverals 
_ .ofthe Murtherers before;they. left Pittemwcem. It is very true 
they did fo, but they were not long from the Town, when 
-the Minifter fet them at liberty: This I think is exercifing 
the Office of a Civil Magiftrate. Perhaps the Minifter may — 
fay, he did it. by the Magiftrat’s Order left behind them; 
-then Lthink the Magiftrats .vere. mightily in the wrong to 
_give im to the. Lords of the Privy-Council an Account they 
to be falfe. | 
My Lord, Thisis net the tenth part of what may be faid 
upon this Subjeét; I hope fome other Perfon will be more 
I am, 


~ 
Your Lordfhips moft humble Servant. 
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An Account of an-borrid and barbarous Murders 
‘in a Better from a Gentleman.in Fife, to- bis 
Friend in Edinburgh, 
Doubt not of your being exceedingly Surpriz*d with. this. 
Short aig! Juft Account I give you, of a‘moft Barbarous 
Murder committed in Psttenweem the 30th. of Fanwary laft. 
One Peter Morton a Black{mith in that. Town, after ‘a long — 
Sicknefs, pretended that Witches were Tormenting him, that 
he-did-fee them and know them: And from time to:time, as 
he declared fuch and fuch Women to be Witches, they were 
‘by Order of the Magiftrats and..Minifters.of Pitreriweem, 
ptehended as fuch, to‘a-very: confiderable Number, ‘and pur 
into, Prifon. ‘This'Man’‘by his odd Poftures and Fits, ‘which | 
-feem’d to be verySurprizing at firft,wrought himfelf into fuch 
-a Credit with the People of that Place; that unlefS the Rail 
of Rothes, our Sheriff, had difcover’d his Villan y, and difcou- 
raged that Praétice, God knows ‘how Fatal it might have 
“prov’d to many Honeft Families of Good Credit and ‘Refpeét. 
“Sur, However, at firft many were deceived, yet now all Men 
of Senfe are afham’d for giving any Credit to fuch‘a Perfon. 
‘But how hard it isto Reot out “bad Principles once Efpous’d 
“by the Rabble ; and how dangerous “a Thing it is to be “at 
‘their Mercy, will appear by the Tragital Account I give you 
of one of thefe poor Women faxet Corphat. 
After fhe. was committed Prifoner to the ‘Tolbooth, upon’a 
‘Sufpicion of her being a Witch: She was well guarded with a 
‘“Nmuberof Men, who by Pinching Her, and pricking’ hér 
“with Pins, kept her from Sleep many Days and Nights, threat- 
ning her with prefent Death, -unlefs fhe ‘would contefs her felf 
“Guilty of Witch-craft, which at fhe did. ‘Tiliis Reporte 
-Apreading abroad, made People curious to Converfe with her 
upon the Subjeét, who found themfelves ' exceedingly difap- ae 
‘pointed. . The Vifcount of in Fefe“occafionally, 
-inclin’d to fatisfy his Curiofity in this matterjtlie 
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the Laitd and the Laird: of 
Reeder] on were. with his Lord{hip in Psttemveem,. Three of. 
the Number went to the Tolbooth ‘and Difcours’d her, to: 
whom fhe faid, .that all that fhe had confefled,- either of her 
fel, or her Neighbours, were Lies, and cry’d out, God for-. 
give the Ape faid- he had beat her one day with his. 
taff, when fhe was telling him the Truth. They askd 
how. she came. to ay any thing that was not true; -shecry’d 
Out, Alas, behoved t0 (ay fo, to pleafe thesMinifter and the 
Baillies:. And in the meantime, she beg’d for Chriit’s Sake not: 
not to tell that faid fo, elfe she. would be. murdered. 
Apher time, when the Laird of Glenagies and Mr. Bruce of 
Kinrofs, were telling her,she needed not deny what they were. 
askirig her, for she had confefled as much. as would infallibly 
Barn Ber: she cried out, God forbid! And to one of the two. 
(she faid, that from which he might rationally conclude, she_ 
Anfinuat she had Affurancé from. the Miniter, her Life should. 
little béfore Harveft, Mr. Ker of ippilaw a-Writter to 
“she Signet being in Pittenweem, Mr. Robert Cook Advocat went 
‘with him to. Prifon to fee this poor Woman;, Mr. Cook. a- 
‘mong other Queftions ask’d her, if she had not renounced her 
Baptifm to the Devil, she anfwered, she never renounc’d her 
Baptifm but tothe Minifter.. Thefe were. her Words, what 
 “ghe meant by them, I know not... The Minifter having got 
Account of this from Mr. Cook, he fent for her, and in pre- 
fence.of Mr. €ook and Mr. Ker in the Church, he threatned 
her very feverely, and commanded the Keeper to put her in- 
i ‘te fome Prifon by her felf under the Steeple, left (as hefaid ) 
She shouild pervert thofe who had confefled. The Keeper put. 
“her into.a Prifon in which was a Low. Window, out of which 
it was obvious that any body could make an efcape, andac-. 
eordingly she made her efcapethat Night.. 
Next Day when they miis’d her, they made a very flight 


“Search for her, and promifed ten pound Scotsto any Body that. 
» ‘would bring her back... 


- 


Miniter of Leachars, hearing fhe. his. 
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with which ee preft her fo fore, that fhe cried out, to let her 


fhe came to-Mr/ Gawper,: fhe ask’d him if he had. any thing to. 
fay to-her? he anfwered;No.’ She could get Lodging in no. 
Houle; but with one Nicola Lawfon, one of the Women that 
had been called-Witches. Some fay a Baillie putherthere 

The Rabble hearing fhe was in Town, went to Mr. Cowper, 


and ask’d ‘him what they fhould:do with her? He told them 


he was not conceri’d, they might do what they pleafed with 
her, They took Encouragement ftom, this, te fall upon the 


Womhaii, thofe of the Minifter’s Family going along with 


im, as I hear; they fell upon the poor Creature immediat- 


hat {He was almoft ftrangl'd; 
Streets, and alongft the Shoar by theheels. A Baillie hearing 
of a Rabble neat: his Stair, came out upon them, which made 


them immediatly’ difappear. But.the Magiftrates tho’ met 
together, not taking Care to put her into clofs Cuitody, for . 


her Safety, the Rabble gathered again immediatly; and 
ftreach’d a Rope betwixt a Ship.and the Shoar, to a great 


height, to which they ty’d her faft; after which they fwing’d 


and fro, one fide to’ another, in the mean time 
throwing Stones at her from all-Corners, until they were wea- 


ry: Thenthey loosd her, and with a mighty Swing threw 


her upon the hard Sands ; all ahout. being ready in thé mean 


time to receive her with Stones and Staves, with which they | 


beat her moit cruélly ; her Daughter in the time of her Me- 


thers Agony, tho fhe-knew ofit, durft, not adventure to 


pear, left the Rabble ‘had-us’d her aftet the fame manner, 
being ina Houfe, in great-Concernand Terror out of Naturad 


_ Affection for her Mother :.( About which theAuthor was mif- 
inform’d in laid a hg¢avy Door upon her, 


up for Chrift’s ake, and fhe would tell the Truth: But whea 


> 


beat-her unimercifully, ‘ with a Rape 
e 


-Parifh, 8 Miles diftant from/ Pittenmeem, canted apprehend her, ~ 
her Prifoner, under 'Cuffady of, two Men, on the, 

of Comper Miniter of Pittemweem, with-. 
he giving any Notice tothe Magiftrates of the Place. When. 
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they did let her'up, mould not-atisfy them 
erefore they again Door, and witha heavy, 
weight of Stones on to Death: And:to be fure it) 
made him drive over her Corp,backward.aad. forward feveral 
times. When they’ were ike fhe was killed outright, they:. 
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dragged her miferable- Cgrtafs to Nicolas . Lowjon's: Houte,. 


where they firft found her. - 


Theye was a Motion madetd treat Nicolas Lowfonatter the: | 
fame manner immediately:: But fome)of them being wearied 
with three Hours Sport, ‘as they called-it, faid, It ‘would be ee 
Better to delay her for another. Day’s Diverufement; and fo . 

t 


isfaid, That Mr: Cowper, itt a -Letterto Mr. Gordon, 
gave fome Rife to all this: And:Mr. Comper, to vindicate him- 
felf, wrote to Mr. Gordon; whofe Return fays,-af he were not. . 
pins to Edinburgh, he would.give hima Double of his Letter. . 
ftrange, he fent him not the Principal. fIn the Poft{cript he. 
affures him, he fhall conceal it to. Meeting... 
*Tiscertain, that Mr. Cowper preaching the Lord’s Day ime | 
mediately after in Pittenweem, took notice of the Murder, - 
which at leaft makes him guilty of finful Silence.. Neitherdid . 
Mr. Gordon, in his Letter to Mr- Comper, makeany Regrate for - 
it: And this fome conftrue to be a Juftifying of the horrid - 


> 


WickednefS in both: 
Weare perfwaded, the Government will‘examine this Af- 
fair to the bottom, and lay little Strefs upon what the Magi- . 
ftrares or Minifter of Pittenweem will fay. to {moothover the | 
Matter; feeing it’s very well .known, that either of them | 
could have quafh’d the Rahble, and.prevented that Murder, | 
if they had appeared:zealous.againft it. 

Iam forry I have no better News toteH-you. Gop deliver - 
usfrom thofe Principles that tend: to fuch.Practices. 


am. 
SIR, 
Tour Servagt . 
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